


WHERE TO LIVE | Ffahce

ith 17 viticultural regions

and approximately 400

distinct appellations, France

offers winelovers plenty to
choose from. From the noble pinot noirs of
Burgundy to the crisp rosés of Provence,
there are wines for every taste and budget.
But what if you dream of living amidst
vine-covered hills or venturing into the
wine business?

For some, an attractive house in the
countryside with a small plot of vines will
suffice. Such hobby vineyards are ideal for
those who want to learn something new
and don’t intend to earn a living in wine.
It’s a completely different story, however,
if you have a career change in mind and
aspirations of becoming a vigneron. Buying
a commercial vineyard will involve more
than just learning how to make wine.

“If you want a wine business, then you
need to understand how to market and
sell your wine to make a profit as you will
certainly struggle financially if you don’t,”
says Tim Swannie, director of HomeHunts,
an agency that specialises in luxury
properties and vineyards. Choosing the
right location is also key.

BURGUNDY: |
MORE THAN COTE-D’OR
The Burgundy wine region spans 230km
between Chablis and Grand Auxerrois in
the north and Maconnais in the south.
The whites, accounting for most of the
production, are made predominantly with
the chardonnay grape and the reds are
mostly pinot noir. The region produces a
very modest amount of fruity rosés and is
known for its sparkling crémants. Roughly
195 million bottles of Burgundy wines are
sold across the globe every year, with the
UK being the largest export market.

The viticultural area counts some
4,000 winegrowing businesses, and
though many estates have remained in
the hands of the same family throughout
the centuries, Burgundy’s vineyards also
attract Brits, Canadians, Americans,
Dutch, Japanese and Koreans. 4

Chalon-sur-Sadne is at the heart of the Céte Challonaise
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Dutch couple Roelof Ligtmans and
Marlon Steine purchased Domaine de la
Monette (domainedelamonette.fr) in 2007

they own 11 hectares and have an annual
production of approximately 50,000
bottles. Their wines are mostly organic and
sold as far as the United States and Japan.
The Domaine is in Mercurey, one of the
most important appellations of the Cote
Chalonnaise, a sub-region of Burgundy

referred to as the ‘golden slope’. Driving
along the 100km Route des Grands Vins,
youw’ll come across charming viticultural
villages such as Bouzeron in the north
(famous for its golden aligoté wines),
Rully (the cradle of crémant and known
for its 12th-century chateau perched on a
hill overlooking the vineyards) and Buxy
(home to a cave des vignerons where you
can sample and buy a selection of the
region’s modestly priced wines).
Chalon-sur-Sadne, the town that gave
the Cote Chalonnaise wine region its name,
is also worth a visit; on Place St-Vincent,
you can stop for a glass of local wine at one

the handsome Cathédrale St-Vincent.

In the Maconnais region, a little farther
south, a 1.14ha plot of vineyards (1.14
hectares) recently sold for €75,000.

In the hamlet of Pruzilly, close to the
border with the Beaujolais region, a
winemaking property with a 13th-century
chateau, outbuildings and six hectares of
vineyards producing about 300 hectolitres
annually was recently on the market for
€1.65m. According to Vinea Transaction

sale in the prestigious Cote-d’Or region and
prices can be exorbitantly high.

BORDEAUX:

DISTINGUISHED WINES

Bordeaux is the world’s most prestigious
wine-producing region and a mecca for
connoisseurs eager to taste their way
through the respected appellations located

St-Erfitfion is at
the heart of the

Bordeauxvineyardm :
C— _— ——

i on both banks of the Gironde estuary.

| The vineyards cover more than 120,000
hectares and there are 60 appellations,
and made their first vintage in 2009. Today, |
| microclimates, Although reds account for
more than 90% of the production, there

i are excellent dry and sweet whites, rosés

i and even sparkling wines. Reds are mostly
{ made from merlot, cabernet sauvignon and
cabernet franc grapes. For white wines,

| the main varieties are sauvignon blanc,
situated to the south of the Cote-d’Or, often

with a wide diversity of soils and

sémillon and muscadelle.
Bordeaux is one of the most expensive

areas, and larger vineyards are usually

i not openly marketed. According to
HomeHunts, agents advertise only about

| 10% as sellers tend to be discreet. “The

{ buyers of this type of property work with

| abuyer’s agent or vineyard specialist
because they know that the best properties
| are not on the open market,” says Tim

| Swannie. “For commercial vineyard
purchases, we usually introduce an |
| independent wine property expert to assist |
{ our buyers throughout the purchase.”

A hobby vineyard in St-Emilion

(€1.368m, HomeHunts) features more than
of the many bars and restaurants encircling |
| an elegant manor house and winemaker’s
house with a total of seven bedrooms,

{ while an award-winning vineyard near

| Bordeaux with seven hectares, significant
income potential, over 84.4 hectares of

\ land and two housE

an acre of organic vines, 4,800m? of land,

.p95m.
Bordeaux, the vibrant capital of

| Nouvelle-Aquitaine is listed as a Unesco
World Heritage Site. Just 10 minutes from
| the city’s international airport, it boasts

{ wide boulevards lined with neoclassical
(vineatransaction.com), there isn’t much for
i art galleries, a bustling nightlife, over

| 350 historic monuments, fine restaurants

| and Europe’s longest shopping street

(Rue Ste-Catherine). As a centre of

i distinguished wines, it offers visitors

{ plenty of opportunities to learn about the
viticultural region and sample the famous

| vintages, whether at the many wine bars or
| during alesson at the city’s wine school.

architecture, interesting museums and

Did you

Imow

France accounts for 16%

of the world'’s total
wine production

{ PROVENCE: |

| LA VIE EN ROSE

Stretching from the Rhéne Valley to

i the shores of the Mediterranean and

the Italian border, Provence is a land of

{ abundance that has inspired and attracted
| epicures and bon vivants from all over

the world. Its cuisine is full of colour and
flavour with classics such as ratatouille,
soupe au pistou and salade ni¢oise. And
what goes better with these sun-drenched

| dishes than a glass of chilled rosé?

The vineyards of Provence cover

26,680 hectares and are spread out over
i the departments of Bouches-du-Rhoéne,

Var and Alpes-Maritimes. Provence is
the largest rosé producer in France,
with more than 90% of the
capacity devoted to the
blushing wines. During
the last three decades,
production of rosé has
tripled and the wine has
become more popular
than ever. “Provence is
quite expensive because
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Harvesting grenache grapes at Chateau Léoube, run by British couple Anthony and Carole Bamford

“Provence is a land of abundance

that has inspired bon vivants

from all over the world”

the Provence rosés market is very strong,”
reports Vinea Transaction. “There are no
domaines available for less than €5m.”

It wasn’t the prospect of booming
business that brought Lord Anthony
Bamford (chairman of JCB) and his
wife Lady Carole (an organic food
businesswoman) to Bormes-les-Mimosas in
1997, however. In fact, they went into wine
completely by accident.

“We had been looking for a house in
Provence for about a decade,” explains
Carole. “Our estate agent recommended
viewing this property but warned us that it
needed restoring. We fell in love instantly.
It was our sleeping beauty.”

With no experience in winemaking,
they enlisted the help of celebrated
i vigneron Jean-Jacques Ott, owner of the
| neighbouring estate, and immediately
began converting the 70 hectares of
vineyards to organic farming. “Having
turned our family farm over to organic
principles in the UK, we wanted to
bring the same sustainable, natural
i approach to Chateau Léoube (leoube.
i com), working with the rhythm of the
| seasons to preserve and protect the land
and to produce wines in harmony with
nature’s cycles,” they say. Today, Chateau
Léoube’s award-winning rosés are sold in
more than 40 countries.
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5 REASONS

TOLIVEIN A

WINE AREA

1: Access to great wines - from
premier crus to affordable tipples,
yoU'll be able to choose from the
best vintages of your local area

2: Beautiful scenery - who
wouldn’t want to gaze out of their
window onto hillsides covered in
verdant vineyards?

3: Pretty villages - wine areas
tend to be fairly wealthy and this is
reflected in the local architecture,
from picturesque villages to smart
towns and grand chéateaux

4: A new career - if you've always
dreamed of running your own
vineyard, be inspired by the tales
on these pages of those who've
done just that

5: Great gastronomy - fine wines
tend to go hand in hand with
fabulous local food, whether the
rich poultry dishes of the south-
west or the fragrant seafood of
the coastal areas
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